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The proceedings of congress are interesting. 
Both houses seem to have resolved onthe despatch 
There is a considerab e quantity of 
debate, but of the right sort—no set-speeches to 
wear out each others patience and waste the pub- 
lictime. Though there is an active and numerous 
body in favor of retrenchment,it does not appear that 
much will be done to suit the government to the 
condition of the nation: still, at this moment, we 


of business. 


should deem it inexpedient to impair the effective 
force of the army and navy. The report of the com- 
mittee on foreign relations is important. 


jority is at present opposed to a scizure of the 
Floridas, See the article on this subject, page 46. 

gPThe report of the secretary of the treasury, 
on a national currency, &c. is so continued as to 
avoid a break when the velume is bound up, as it is 
our custom to dispose of long articles: we shall con- 
clude it, with the tabular statements, next week. 
‘The original and miscellaneous matters commence 
in page 45. 

(PWe have very late and highly interesting 
news from Eurepe. We have spcht much time in 
collecting, out of a mighty mass of matter, the ap- 
parent facts useful to be known and preserved, as 
the history of our own times. 

a7A supplement will be published next week, 
to relieve our burthened files a little and bring up 
lee-way. ‘One of the people,” hereafter. 





Relations with Spain. A heavy pamphlet relative 
to our affairs with Spain, and also two interesting 
letters from the secretary of state to the chairman 
of the committee on foreign relations, have reach- 
ed us. The former was prepared to be noticed in 
abstract, and the latter inserted in extenso, in this 
sheet, but necessity, in the mechanical department, 
has compelled the postpouement of these things 
until next week. ‘she pamphlet throws little, if 
any, additional light on our concerns with Spain.— 
Nor is any prospect held out as toa termination of 
negociation. The letters from Mr. Adams, in an 
swer to certain questions proposed by the commit- 
tee, amount to this-that the treaty is supposed 
binding on the king of Spain, like a covenant to 
convey lands by an individual. He also intimates 
that probably a reason why the treaty has not been 
ratified, was ina desire that the U. S. should stand 
pledged not to recognize the independence of thé 
South American provinces, though such a pledge 
had been decisively refused long since. He gives us 
to understand that some prospective views of the 
policy of the French and Russian governments have 
been obtained—they are favorable to a little further 
exercise of our patience. The secretary does not 
expect that inthe event of a war with Spain, any of 
the European powers will interfere—but concludes 
that the greatest reliance of Spain would be in the 
employment of privateers fitted out and manned by 
the people of other countries. 
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REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY, 
{ Continued from page 40. } 
This state of things is no less unfriendly to the 
duration of our republican institutions, than it is ad- 


Several 
letters to the editor express an opinion that » ma- 


when great emergencies shall arise; for, upon such 
occasions, the attention of the citizen will be di- 
rected to the preservation of his property from the 
grasp of his creditors, instead of being devoted to 
the defence of his country. Instead of being able 
to pay with promptitude the contributions necessa- 
ry to the preservation of the state, he will be induc- 
ed to claim the interference of the government to 
protect him against the effects of his folly and ex- 
travagance. | 

This ought not to be the condition ofa republic, 
when menaced by foreign force, or domestic com- 
motion. Such, it is apprehended, will be thecon- 
dition of the United States, ifthe course which has 
been pursued since the commencement of the late 
war js not abandoned. Since that period, it is be- 
lieved, the number of banks in the United States 
has been more than doubled They have been es- 
tablished in the little inland towns and villages, and 
have brought distress and ruin upon the inhabitants. 
When the cause and the extent of thé evilis known, 
no doubt is entertained that the appropriate reme- 
‘dies will be applied by those, who, in our complex 
form of government, are invested with the necessa. 
ry authority. 


But the resolution requires the secretary of the 
treasury “to report such measures as, in his opini- 
on, may be expedient to procure and retain, a suf- 
ficient quantity of gold and silver coin in the Unit- 
ed States.” 

It has already been suggested that, if the cur- 
rency was purely metallic, or connected with paper 
convertible into specie, to the extent ouly of the 
demand for the transmission of money, the United 
States weuld retain that proportion of the precious 
metals which the value of their exchangeable com- 
modities bere to those of ether states. But, if paper 
can be made to circulate independent of its em- 
ployment in the transmission of funds, gold and sil- 
ver, to the same extent, will be exported. If pa- 
per will be received and employed generally as 
the medium of exchange, and especially if it is is- 
sued in bilis of small denominations, the amount of 
specie, which will be exported, will be greaterin pro- 
portion to the paper incirculation. If this position 
be correct, the power of congress willbe sufficient 
to retain any Considerable portion of gold and silver 
in the United States. Bank notes, from one dollar 
to those of large denominations, have circulated, 
and, it is presumed, will continue to circulate, in- 
dependent of its authority. As long as bank notee 
will be received as a substitute forspecie, the quan- 
tity of speci+, necessary for currency, will be small, 
and may be easily retained without the aid of go- 
vernment. But the demand for specie, where the 
‘circulation is principally paper, is extremely fluc- 
tuating. When there is but little or no Gemaiid for 

it, the temptation te increase their discounts, by 

the issue of more paper, is too strong to be resistect 
by banks. Whena demand for specie arises, the 

currency has to be suddenly diminished by the con- 

traction of their discounts. Fluctuation in the 

amount of the currency, produced by this means, is 

the principal mischief to be remedied. These fluc- 

tuations will frequently occur in every state, where 
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the currency is principally paper convertible into 
coin. Inthe United States, where the specie ex» 
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. ported, asa primary article of commerce, to the 
Fast Indies, and to China, bears so large a propor. 
tion tothe metallic currency of the country, that 
they must not only be mere frequent than in states 
where no such commerce exisis, but more exten- 


\siveintheir effects. The demand created for Span- | 


ish milled dollars, by the exportation of specie, in 
the prosecution of this trade has, without doubt, 
caused their importation to an extent which other- 
wise would not have occurred. Asthis demand is, 
in spme degree contingent, the supply will also be 
contingent. When it exceeds the demand, the 
banks will be tempted to new tssues of paper. When 
itis deficient, the deficiency willbe drawn from 
banks, and will cause a sudden diminution of the 
currency. If this diminution could be limited to 
the amount of the deficiency thus drawn from the 
* banks, the evil would be no greater than ifthe cur- 
rency were metallic. But thisis not the fact. When 
the paper circulation is returned upon the banks 
for specie, prudence requires that an effort should 
be madeto preserve the same proportion between 
the specie in their vaults and their notes in circula- 
tion, as existed atthe moment the pressure com- 
menced. Ifthe paper in circulation shouid be three 
times the amount of specie in the possession of the 
banks, a demand upon them for 1,000,000 dols. of 
specie, would produce a diminution of 3,000,000 
dois. inthe currency, if the specie should be ex- 
ported, and of 2,000,000 dols. if it remained in the 
country. {ft is even probable that the campara- 
tive diminution would exceed this ratio. As the 
demand increased, apprehensions would be excit- 
ed tor the credit of the banks; the exertians nrv-dic- 
ed by that apprehension, would correspoid with 
the magnitude of the evil to be avoided, rather 
than with the positive pressure. This, it is pre- 
sumed, would be the effect of such an emergency, 
where banks had not become familiarized with 
bankruptcy, and were not countenanced by society 
in a course of conduct which, in private lite, would 
be considered dishonest. 

If, by any constitutional exercise of the power of 
congress, banks can be restrained, Ist. From issu- 
ing notes of small denominations: and 2d. From ex- 
ces8ive issues when their notes are not returned 
upon them for specie, fluctuations in the currency 
te an extent to derange the interests of society 
may be prevented. But if the imposition of these 
resiraints are net within the constitutional powers 
of congress, the evils which have been suftered for 
the want of those restraints, must continue, until 
the present system of banking shall be abandon- 
ed. 

In an enquiry into the state of the currency, the 
consideration of the coinage is necessarily involv- 
ed. The principles upon which the coinage of the 
United States has been established, are substanti- 
ally correct. The standard fineness of the gold 
coinage corresponds with the coinsge of England 
and Portugal. The standard of the silver coinage 
differs but little from that of Spain. The American 
dollar is intrinsically worth about one per cent. 
less that the Spanish milled dollar. This differ- 
ence, if the Spanish dollar had not heen made a le- 
gal tender, might have secured to the nation a more 

ermanent use of its silvercoinage. American dol- 
te would not be exported, as long as Spanish dol- 
lars could be obtained for that purpose, at a reason- 
able premium, If this latter cein jvas not a legal 
tender, the banks might afford to’ import it, and 
might sell, at afair premium, the amount which 
might be required of them for the China and East 
India trade. 


: ‘The relative value of gold and silver has been 
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differently established in different nations. It has 
| been different in the same nation at different peri- 
lods. In England, an ounce of gold is equal in value 
}to about 15-2 ounces of silver. In France, it is 
equal to 15-5; and, fn Spain and Portugal, to 16 
ounces. Inthe United States, an ounce of gold is 
equal to15 ouncesof silver. But the relative va- 
lue of these metals in the markets, frequently dif- 
fers from that assigned to them by the lawsof dif- 
ferent civilized states. It is believed that gold, 
when compared with silver, has been, for many 
years appreciating in value; and now, every where 
commands inthe money markets, a higher value 
than that which has been assigned to itin states 
where its relative value is greatest. If this be cor~ 
rect, no injustice will result from a change in the 
relative value of gold and silver, so as to make it 
correspond with their relative marketable value. If 
gokl, in relation to silver, should be raised five per 
cent. one ounce of it would be equal to 15.75 or 15 
3-4 ounces of pure sifver, ‘This augmentation in its 
value would cause it to be imported in quantities 
sufficient to perform all the functions of currency. 
As it is not used te any considerable extent, as a 
primary article of commerce, the fluctuations, to 
which the silver currency is subject from that 
cause, would not affect it. It would be exported 
only when the rate of exchange against the coun- 
try should exceed the expense of exportation. In 
ordinary circumstances, sucha state of exchange 
would not be of long continuarce. ifthe currency 
of the United States must, of necessity, continue to 
be paper, convertible into specie, an increase of 
the gold coinage, upon principles which shall afford 
the least inducement to exportation, is probably 
the most wholesome corrective that can be applied, 
after the rigid enforcement of that convertability. 

The copper coinage is believed to be susceptible 
of improvement. Copper itself is too massive to 
serve the purposes of change. One hundred cents 
are too cumberous to be carried, and used in the 
numberless transactions which daily occur between 
individuals. Coin, compounded of silver and cop- 
per, of from one to ten cents, would be much more 
suitable for that object. This kind of coinage has 
been adopted in other countries, with great advan- 
tage.. 

It has, however, been objected to this coinage— 

1. That, as compounded metals are much harder 
than the component ingredients, it would be dit- 
ficult, and consequently expensive to work. 

2. That the coin itself would be of little or no in- 
trinsic value: copper or brass being of superior va- 
lue in the manufactures'to which it might. be ap- 
plied. And that the public would scarcely sub- 
mit to the circulation of a cein so worthless. 

3. Thatit might be be counterfeited by a compo- 
sition of zinc and copper. 

After giving to these objections their due weight 
it is believed, that a change ofthis nature, in the 
copper coinage, would be bencficial. Although the 
expense of such coinage would be twice as much a‘ 
that ofan equal number of silver coin, still it might 
be advantageous. Small change, both of silver and 
copper, may be abundant in Philadelphia, the seat 
of the mint; but it is not generally soelsewhere. If 
it were, tickets of 64, 10, 124, 25, and 50 cents, isst- 
ed by mayors and corporation officers, and dollar 
bills torn ip two pieces, for the purposes of change, 
would not be employed for that purpose. This 
single fact is an answer to the second objection. 
The fractional parts of a dollar are so indispensable 
in the transactions of individuals, that any thing 
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which assumes that character will be employed. If 
the tickets which, at this moment, form so great a 
portion of the change of this city, and of various 


other places are eniployed for that’ purpose, it is 


inconceivable that the community should refuse to 
permit a compound coin, of silver and copper to 
circulate, containitig the intrinsic value which it re- 
presents, merely because, for manufactures, it will 
not be worth more than brass or copper, and that 
the expense of refining will be equal to the value of 
the silver. Change. that is, the fractional partsofa 
dollar, ig so indispensable to the eommunity, that 
its inapplicabilitvy to manufactures, antl its exemp- 
tion from liability to exportation, instead of form- 
ing objections, are recommendations in its favor. 

The objection that this coin may bé easily coun- 
terfeited, is, ifit cannot be obviated, entitled to 
great considerations As has been before stated, 

his compound coinage has been successfully prac- 
tised in other states: If compound metals are much 
harder than their component ingredients, may not 
a sufficient security against eounterfeiting be dc- 
rived from that circumstance? The dimensions and 
power of the machinery, which constitute one of 
the objections to the coinage; will render it ex- 
tremely difficult to secure that secresy; and con- 
cealment, wihtich are indispensable to the success of 
the counterfeiter. If this compound coinage should 
hot be carried higher than ten cent, or dime 
peices, the inducement; compared with the danger 
of detection, resulting from the magnitude of the 
machinery, would not, it is believed, be sufficient to 
encourage counterfeiting. If, however, it should 
be deemed impracticable to guard against this evil, 
ina coinage composed of silver and copper, an at- 
tempt might be made to obtain a supply of small 
change, by a mixture of silverand zinc. The dan- 
ger of counterfeiting would then be removed. 

As various plans have been suggested during the 
Jast twelve months, for alleviating the general dis- 
tress which has prevailed, by the emission of a large 
amount of treasury notes,afew observations on 
that subject will close this part ofthe report. 

If treasury notes are to be issued for this purpose, 
they willbe either receivable in all payments to 
the government, or they will be made redeemable 
at a fixed period. 

1. If they are made receivable in ali paymentsto 
the government, the revenue will, from the time 
that 5,090,000 dois. ar® issued, be substantially re- 
ceived inthem. The government will be imme- 
diately unable to pay the interest and reimburse- 
tent of the public debt in specie, as it becomes 
due. These notes, when compared with the notes 
ofthe bank of the United States, will be at a dis- 


count. The latter notes, independently of their 


being every whete receivable, in all payments to 
the government; are convertible, at the place of 
their issue, into specie. ‘They are equal to the 
treasury notes in payment of the revenue, and su- 
perior to them, as they cemmand specie when the 
holder shall desire it. 

If the 14th section of the bank charter was modi- 
fied, so that the notes of the bank and of its offices 
should be receivable by the government, only when 
tendered where they are made payable, a small 
amount of treasury notes might be issued, and cir- 
culated, without depreciation. In that case, they 
would be used tor the transmission ef money, and 
would be in constant demand for that purpose. It 
is the reception of the notes of the bank of the 
United States, and its offices, by the government, 
wherever they are tendered, that causes them to 
be considered as a good remittance thréughout thre | 





\ 
United States. If they should cease to be so re- 
ceived,'a demand for treasury notes to a small 
amount, for the transmission of money, would be 
created; and would preserve them fiom deprecia- 
tion. Ifthe notes thus issued should be made te- 
deemable at the treasury, in specie, upon demand, 
the amotint which might be putand retained in cif- 


culation; would probably exceed, to a considerable 


extent, the sum demanded for the facile transmis- 
sion of money. Such treasury notes would, how- 
ever, have no advantage over the notes of the bank 
of the United States, as long as they are receivable 
inall payments to the United States, without.refer- 
cnce to the place where they are payable. Itis 
even probable that they would not be of equal va- 
lue and cutrency with those notes, as the latter 
would generally be made payable in the principal 
commercial cities, Where remittances are continual- 
ly made, whilst the treasury notes would be pay- 
able only atthis place. If tfeasury notes, payble 
in specie, on demand, when presented at this place, 
should be preferred to the notes of the bank of the 
United States, it would be in consequence of the 
abus-s which have been practised by banking 1tn- 
stitutions, which have, in some degree, shaken the 
public confidence in the integrity of their direc- 
tion. 

2. If treasury notes were to be issued; not re- 
ceivable in payments to the government, but re- 
deemable at a fixed period, they would immediate- 
ly depreciate, unless they bore nearly six per cent. 
interest. Inthe latter case, they would be of little 
more use, as currency, than the funded debt. They 
would not perform the functions of money. 

3. In any cdése whatever, whetier they are re- 
ceivablé in payments to the government, or bear 
an ifiterest, and are redeemable at a fixed period, 
they will afferd no substantial relief where the dis- 
tress 18 greatest, unless they should be advanced as 
a loan in ofder to alleviate that distress. If they 
are to be issued from the treasury in discharge of 
the demands upon the government, they would 
never reach those sections of country where relief 
is most required. There, the government already 
collects more thancanbe expended. One of the 
eauses of this distress, is the necessity of transfer- 
ring the public funds from those sections; for the 
putpose of being expended, to those where there is 
no deficiency of currency. 

Asa financial resource, the issue of treasury 
notes is justifiable only where the deficiency, which 
they are intended to supply, is small in amount, 
and temporary if its nature. Asa measure of alle- 
viation; it will be more likely to do harm than 
good. Ifa sufficient amount of those notes, of any 
description whatever, should be issued; and put 
into circulation where they are most wanted, unk ss 
they were given away, a debt in that part of the 
union would be contracted to the extent of the is- 
sue. It mght enable the borrower’ to pay debis 
previously contracted, but their relative situation 
would be the same, unless the currency became 
vitiated bythe reiief which was afforded, the ulti- 
mate payment of debt would Consummiate the ruin 
which the measure was intended to prevent. But 
it is probable that the sums which might be advanc- 
ed, by way of loan, would, in a great degree, he 
lost. The government is not, fromits nature, qua- 
lified for operations of this kind. ‘The general sy3- 
tem of credit which has b&en introduced by the 
agency of bunks, and by the inevitable effect of the 
measures of the general government, has produced 
an artificial state of things, which requires repres- 
sion rather than extension. The issue of treasury 
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notes, for the purpose of alleviating the general 
distress, would tend to increase this unnatural and 
forced state of things, and give to it a duration 
“which it would otherwise never attain. If much of 
the evil resulting froma decreasing currency had 
‘not already been suffered, there might be some 
plausible reason for urging the issue of treasury, 
notcs, as a measure of alleviation. ‘This ground can- 
not be urged in its favor; it is, therefore, indefensi- 
ble, upon the ground of cxpediency, as well as of 
principle. 

The last member of the resolution assumes, by 
“impheation, the practicability of substituting, by 
the constitutional exercise of the powers of con- 
gress, a papercurrency for that which now exists. 

In considering this proposition, the power of con- 
gress over the currency of the United Stutes can- 
not consistenily with the respect which is due to 
that body, be either afhrined or denied. It cannot 
be supposed that the house of representatives, in 
adopting the resolutioa in question, intended, 
througa the agency of an executive department of 
the government, to institute an inquiry as to the 
extent of the constitutional authority of a body, of 
which it is only a constituent member. Yet, it wiil 
necessarily occur to the house that, if the power of 
congress overthe currency, is notabsolutely sove- 
reign, the inquiry, whatever may be its immediate 
~ result, must be without any ultimate utility. Lhe 
general prosperity will not be advanced, by demon- 
strating that there is no intrinsic obstacle to the 
substitution of a paper, for a metallic currency, if 
the power to adopt the substitute has been with- 
held from the federal government. Without offer- 
ing an Opinio upon the weight to which these 
views would have been entitled, had they been urg- 
ed whilst the resolution was under consideration, it 
is admitted that they furnish no ground for declin- 
ing the performance of the duty imposed by its 
adoption. In the discussion of a-question of so 
much delicacy and importance, the utmost con- 
fidence is reposed inthe justice and liberality of 
those who have rendered it indispensable. 

At the threshold of this enquiry, it is proper to 
observe that, it is deemed unnecessary to present 
an analysis of the motives which led, even inthe 
most remote antiquity, to the general adoption, by 
civilized states, of gold, and silver as the standard 
of value; or, of the advantages which have resulted 
from that adoption. Whe circumstance, to which, 
in the course of this investigation, it will be necessa- 
ry to avert, is the tendency which a metallic cur- 
rency has to preserve a greater uniformity of value, 
thafr any other commodity; and the facility with 
which it returnsto that value, whenever, by any tem- 
porary causes, that uniformity has been interrupted. 
Noargument will, in this place, be offeredin support 
of this proposition. It is fodnded in the experience 
of all nations, Its truth, for the present, will there- 
fore be assumed. But, the proposition itself ad- 
mits, that gold and silver, when employed by the 
consent of all civilized states, as the standard of 
value, are subject to temporary variations of value. 
It is equally true, that they are subject to perma- 
nent variations. The cause and effect of these 
changes will be considered previously to the dis- 
cussion of the practicability of substituting a paper 
fora metallic currency. 

ist. When by any circumstance whatsoever, a 
greater portion of these metals is found in a par- 
ticular state, than is possessed by other states, hav- 
ings articles of equal value to be exchanged, they 
will, insuch state, be of less value than in the ad- 





jacent stetes. ‘Lhis will be muitiested by an in-: 


- a+ ener 


crease in the price of the commodities of such state. 
This increase of the price will continue until the 
metallic redundancy is exported, or converted into 
manufactures. Whenever this redundancy is dis- 
posed of, the currency will return to its former va- 
lue, and the price of ether commodities will be re- 
gulated by that value. 

2d. But, the exportation of specie may take place 
where there is no such redundancy. This occurs 
whenever the general balance of trade continues, 
for some time, unfavorable to a particular state. 
The currency then appreciates in value, and the 
price of all other commodities in such state, is dimi- 
nished. As commerce is nothing more than the 
exchange of equivalents, the reduction in the price 
of the articles of such state, and the increased va- 
lue of the curreney, will promptly produce a ré- 
action; and gold and silver will soon return in the 
quantities required to reduce their’ value to that 
which they maintain in the adjacent states. With 
the return of specie, all other articles will return 
to the prices which they commanded before its 
exportation. Like fiuids, the precious metals, so 
long as they are employed as the general measure 
of value, -will constantly tend to preserve a com- 
mon level. Every variation from it will be promptly 
corrected, without the intervention of human laws. 
These fluctuations, being temporary in their nature, 
are wholly independent of the permanent causes 
which may effect the value of gold and silver, when 
employed as the general standard of value. They 
will equally occur, whether the quantity of these 
metals, compared with the exchanges which they 
are destined to effect, be redundant or deficient. 
The limits, however, within which these fluctua- 
tions are confined, are so contracted, that the great 
interests of society cannot be seriously affected by 
them. But this observation must be understood to 
apply to a currency purely metallic, or, at least, 
when the paper which is connected with it, does 
not exceed the demand for the convenient trans- 
mission of money. 

Sd. Gold and silver, when employed by the com- 
mon consent of nations as the standard of value, 
are subject to variations in value from permanent 
causes. When their quantity isincreased more ra- 
pidly than the articles which are to be exchangec 
through their agency, their price will fall; or, 
what amounts to the same thing, the price of 4ll 
exchangeable articles will rise. It has been ad- 
mitted by all intelligent writers upon this subject, 
that, immediately after the discovery of America, 
towards the close of the fifteenth century, a sudden 
and extensive depreciation in the value of these 
metals occurred; and that, from that time, to the 
close of the eighteenth century, they continued 
gradually to depreciate. This depreciation, it is 
believed, has been accelerated during the last cen- 
tury, as much by the substitution of paper for spe- 
cie, as by the increase in the quantity of those me- 
tals during that period, beyond the demand which 
would have existed for them, as currency, had that 
substitution not taken place. ‘the precise effect 
upon the depreciation of these metals, produced 
by the partial substitution of paper, in various 
countries, for a metallic currency, will not now be 
inquired into; but it is generally conceded, that 
the depreciation has been more rapid since that 
substitution, than at any former period; except 
when the accumulated stock of ages in the new 
world was brought into Christendom, and thence 
distributed into every other region where gold and 
silver were indemand. Since the close of the last 
century, doubts have existed, whether those metals, 
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even when employed as currency, have not appre- 

ciated in value: and it is contended, by the advo- 

cates of a paper currency, that this appreciation 

will probably continue through a long succession of 
years, and seriously affect all the operations of the 

civilized world. It ismaintained, by thesejwriters, 
that the demand for currency, at present, through- 
out the world, is greater than the supply which 
the existing quantity of the precious metals will 
afford, without materially depressing the price of ail 
the objects of human in-ustry and human desires. 
When it is recollected that production is regu- 
jJated by demand, and that both are dixestly atfect- 
ed by the quantity of currency compared with a 
quantity of articles to be exchanged, it is readily 
perceived than an increase in the currency of the 
world by. the substitution of paper, even when con- 
vertible into coin, will increase the quantity of ex- 
changeable commodities in the werid beyond what 
would have existed, had such increase of currency 

not taken place. Under such circumstances, a sud- 
den reduction of the currency, by the rejection of 
the paper which had been employed, could not 
failto derange all the relations of society, by dimi- 

nishing the quantity of currency, whilst the articles 

to be exchanged through its agency, would suffer 

no such diminution. An immediate depression in| 
the price of all commodities would be the inevita- 

ble consequence of an unqualified return to a me- 
tallic currency, upon the supposition that the quan- 
tity of gold and silver, annually produced, should 
remain undiminished. But, if this return to a me- 
tallic currency, should be attempted at a period, 

when the annual product of these.-metals, either 
from temporary or permanent causes, should have 

eonsiderably decreased, all the great interests of 
society would be most seriously disordered; pro- 
perty of every description would rapidly fall in va- 
value; the relations between creditor and debtor 
would be violently and suddenly changed. This 
change would be greatly to the injury of the deb. 

tor; the property, which would be necessary to dis- 
charge his debts, would exceed that which he had 
received from his creditor; the one would be ruined 
without the imputation of crime, whilst the other] 
would be enriched without the semblance of merit. 

Until the engagements existing at the moment of 
such a change are discharged, and the price of la- 

bor and of commodities is reduced to the propor- 
tion which it must bear to the quantity of currency 

employed asthe medium of their exchange, enter- 

prize of every kind willbe repressed, and misery 

and distress universally prevail. When this shall 

be effected, the relations of society, founded upon 

a new basis, will be equitable and just, and tend te 

promote and secure the general prosperity. 

Such, it is contended by the advocates of a pa- 
per currency, are the circumstances under which 
the principal states of Europe are endeavoring to 
return to a metallic currency. Fora century past, 
the currency of these states has been greatly in- 
creased by the employment of paper, feunded, it 
is true, originally upona metallic basis. During the 
last twenty years, this paper has ceased to be con- 
vertible into specie; ani, as no systematic effort has 
been made to prev nt excessive issues, it has be- 
come redundant, and, consequently, depreciated. 
Notwithstanding this depreciation, the production 
of those countries, it is believed, have more rapidly 
increased, than those of countries where a metallic 
currency has been preserved. The first efforts 
that are seriously mace by those states to return to 





a metallic curency, will be the repression of enter- 


will be foreseen that the currency must appreciate, 
and that all other articles must depreciate in value. 
The effects of this appreciation of money will be 
first manifested in those states, by the fall of the 
price of all articles which caimot be exported. In. 
the progress of these measures, the price of the 
exportable articles will also be effected, by the re- 
duction in the currency employed in effecting their 
exchange. It is even probable that the, quantity of 
exchangeable articles will be diminished. Whilst 
the appreciation of the currency is perceptibly ad- 
vancing, the manufacturer wil! not hazard his capi- 
talin atone, alin the price of which is rapid- 
ly declining he merchant will abstain from pur- 
ehasing, under the apprehension of a further re- 
duction of price, and of the difficulty of re-vending 
at a profit. It is even probable that the interest of 
money will fall, whilst the cry ofa scarcity of mo- 
ney will be incessant. Under such cireumstances, 
loans will not be required, except to meet dcbts of 
immediate urgency. None will be demanded for 
the prosecution of enterprizes by which the pro- 
a energies of the community will be increas- 


[TO BE CONTINUED. ] 
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A comfortsble compliment. 
Accompanying the :ollowing friend] 
Mr. Magill, on behalf of the “fiends 7 one 
industry” at Middletown, Con. I received a nar 
cel of beautiful cloth, sufficient in quantity for 2 
complete suit of clothes, and good enough in quali- 
ty for the best man in Christendom—an honorable 
exhibit of the state of the woolen manufacture in 
Connecticut, and a testimony of approbatior to. my- 
self personally, ver, dear to my heart. : 


Believing as! do, that the interest of our manu- 
facturers is a national interest, and especially so to 
the farmers and planters, as furnishing the des¢ 
market for their surplus productions, -- ardently de- 
sitous that the whole resources of our country mav 
be rendered subservient to the general wealth and 
prosperity of the republic—and convinced also 
that public distress and private misery must suc. 
ceed the want of employment,—it is needless to say 
that whatsoever I can do shall always be done, to 
give to the /aboring capacity of the United States, 
permanent and profitable objects to occupy it—so 
that every one willing to work may have it to do 
and all be enabled earn and enjoy a comfortable 
Subsistence. 

Princes and peers may flourish or may fade , 
A breath unmake them as a breath has made; 
But a brave yeomanry. their country’s pride, 
If once destroyed, can never be sapetion. 

This is something like a pair of couplets impres- 
sed onmy memory. Give me an independent pofni- 
lace, and we shall have all that is required for a 
good government. They will command a respect 
for their opinions 

Mr. Magill will please to accept my hearty thanks 
for his interesting compliment, as well as forthe po- 
lite manner in which he was pleased to introduce 
it to me; and to assure “the friends of national in 
dustry, at Middlctown,” that their present is receiv- 
ed in the same liberal spirit in which it was made— 
informing them, that Thave hadithe cloth made ua 
into garments, dressed in which and seated in 
“Freepom’s cuarn,’”’ [shall oftentimes strive to catch 
and then convey to others, ia my plain unlettered 
way, a part of those feelings which, in my opinion 
ought to be common to my fellow citizens of the 








prize of every description among themselves. It; United States. 
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Middletown, February 25, 1820. 
Mr. H. Nites, 

Dear sir—In the name of the friends of national 
industry in this town, I have the pleasure of for- 
warding youa few yards of American superfine blue 
cloth, as an acknowledgment for the important ser- 
vices which they believe you have rendered your 
country, in ably advocating, for a number of years, 
the interest of home trade und home indystry. Our 
own government has bestowed so little attention 
on these two subjects, that the people at large are 
now brought to a state of bankrupicy and beggary, 
If the same imbecile policy tewards the domestic 
industry of tne country which hag heretofore pre- 
vailed, is much longer persevered in, our birth 
right will not sellfor a mess of pottage, and our ci- 
tizens almost be glad to hire themselves as la- 
borers to Christophe and Boyer. The cloth. we 
send you was madecat Wr. John R. Watkinson’s ex- 
tensive woolen manufactory in this tewn, and we 
hope will be acceptable as a specimen of the per- 
fection to which the woolen manufacture has arriv- 
ed inthe United States. 

Yours, with much respect and esteem, 
ARTHUR W. MAGILL, 





—s 


Seizure of the Floridas. 

The committee on foreign relations has offered 
a distinct proposition to tue house of representa- 
tives, to authorise and require the president to take 
possession of and to occupy the Spanish provinces 
of East and West Florida; and, as we suppose, to 
carry the late treaty into effect, in all its parts, as 
recommended by Mr, Monroe, in his message at the 
opening of the session. 

We have already expressed our ideas cuite freely 
dn this subject,* and are still decidedly opposed to 
any measure, on the part of the United States, to 
take immediate possession of the country in ques- 
tion—noet because of any moral duty which we owe 
to Spain, for she has long since forfeited every pre- 
tension to our forbearance or respect—not because 
of the power of Spain to resent the act, for she is 
contemptible; but forthe reason that the time seems 
close at hand when the Fioridas will fall into our 
possession without an effort, and ina manner which 
cannot be represented as offensive to the laws of 
nations, or he used asa pretext by Great Britain to 
accomplish her darling scheme of acquiring Cuba: 
which, in the language of one of her writers, che 
apolovisis for the seizure of the Danish fleet at Copen- 
Ahagen, cannot want an excuse for,7’” if we seize upon 
Florida. 

There is na apprehension that these provinces 
will run away, nor reason to anticipate their trans- 
fer to anotherpower. We should be willing to re- 
sist the latter at arms, because any such transfer 
must be considered as directly hostile to us; and 
the rightful claim which we have on this country, 
as an indemnity for injuries suffered, cannot be re- 
inquished. But where is the necessity of taking 
the possession now? We have waited long enough 
for justice, and the cup of forbearance is exhausted 
to the dregs. Thisis most true. Yet, whatis the 
state of the European world—what is our own con- 
dition? The former seems to be in the state of calm 
which precedes an earthquake—there is a fearful 
stillness every where, except the present bustle in 
Spain: are we prepared to disturb this repose, and 
bear the brunt of events that will foJlow—shall we 
do this that a barren sovereignty may pass into our 


*Sec last vol. page 305, +Idem, 353. 

















hands, a few months sooner than otherwise it wil 
be the case? It is evident to every one, that the 
Spanish monarchy is crumbling to pieces—the na- 
tien may become vigorous, but the present govern- 
mentis perishing of iis own imbecility—let us wait 
eyents, standing prepared to profit by them. 

It we possess ourselves of the Floridas, as recom- 
mended by the president, besides the danger and 
cost of the thing itself, we shall assume the pay. 
ment of the five millions of dollars which the treaty 
conditioned that we should pay to our own citi- 
zens on account of spoliations, and be compelled te 
recognize the enormous grants made by the king 
to certain of his favorites, supposed to include aii 
the vacant lands in both of the provinces. Certain- 
ly, our courts will not invalidate the act of the sove-. 
reign in this respect—he had an undoubted right 
to dispose of the property as he pleased—if, by 
signing the treaty, he had revoked these grants, 
the affair would have stood between him and the 
grantees: but the very bill attached to the report of 
the committee would secure the property to them, 
in the event ofa violent possession of the country 
on our part; which, probably also, we might have 
to defend in war, We are quite willing that 
a sufficient portion of the army of the United 
States, well furnished and properly appointed 
for the purpose, should be located on the borderg 
of Florida, with a public understanding that we 
stood ready to occupy the territory at our own dis- 
cretion. ‘(his may be done, and as a measure of 
precaution ought to be done, withaut much addi- 
tional expense tous, and without incurring much, 
if any, degree of fesponsibility to the international 
law—without affording to Great Britain an excuse 
for attempting to seize upon Cuba. If this invalua- 
ble island ever becomes her dependency, the effect 
will be many times more injurious to us than if she 
possessed the mouths of the Mississippi, for we 
could not hope to dispossess her of it; and Cuba, 
in the hands of a power like Great Britain, would 
more severely annoy our trade, than it could be 
annoyed by a position on the Mississippi itself. 

It never was, it never will be, expedient to do 
wrong; yet it may be inexpedient to urgea right. 
‘Thus we say, “truth is not to be told at all times” — 
meaning, that though a person should not deviate 
from truth, it is not always necessary to relate it. 
Nor are we disposed to regulate our conduct by 
an apprehension of what foreign nations may do. 
We can possess ourselves of the Floridas when we 
please, and we will take them, as a matter right, 
when we will, But the great question is. has the 
time arrived at which we ought to act? We believe 
that it zs not now, though it Aas deen more than once 
and will soon come aguin, when, as before, reason 
and common sense with a strict regard to justice 
and equity, will require a definitive movement in 
relation to this country. 

Many will advocate the measures recommended 
by the committee on foreign relations, for many 
have speculated upon and are deeply interested in 
the claims against Spain; and some, it is helieved, 
have purchased much land in Florida,in anticipation 
of a transfer of its sovereignty. But these are not 
the people who should be respected in a matter 
like this, liable to produce such important conse- 
quences. Though we have no sort of regard for 
the government of Spain, we have much respect for. 
the honor of our own. Admit, that we now march 
a force into Florida and seize the sovereignty—in 
what is its principle different fram the attack 
upon Copenhagen, or the seizure of the Spanish trea- 
sure ships by the British, without in either case a 
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declaration of war? It is true, a treaty was made 


which ought, as we say, to have been ratified—. 


but a sovereign may refuse to ratify the act of 
his minister. We hope always to be distinguish. 
ed for candor and good faith, for frankness and 
plain dealing. If congress is prepared to pumsh 
Spain for her aggressions, and to whip her into 
an observance of the justice and decency which one 
nation owes to another, by force of arms—-we are 
quite ready to say, acreED; but Iet us not commit 
a flagrant act of war in a time of profeund peace, 
even the Indians within the territory being periecily 
quiet. Let us declare war openly,or wait events, 
with means in readiness to act as the occasion re- 
quires. 

A rebellion or a revolution (to be hereafter term- 
ed according to its success!) is now going on in 
Spain. The great port and city of Cadiz is in the 
peaceable possession of those opposed to the king, 
and our beliefis, that Ferdinand’s infamous reign has 
already closed. If a liberal government is establish- 
ed, no doubt the Floridas will be delivered up to 
us, and it is probable also, that Cuba will assume in- 
dependence, which the people of that island have 
long calculated on doing and which they are able to 
maintain, from the nature of their country and the 
immense advantages which a free trade to their 
island will confer on any foreign nation of whom 
they shall think it expedient to make a friend.— 
‘The present revenue of Cuba is about five millions 
of dollars, and, under an enlightened regard to its 
vast resources, the white population of the island 
and its revenues might be trebled, or perhaps, qua- 
drupled in less than 20 years. It 1s now very 
considerable,* receiving a large addition by em- 
grants from the United States. 

In the contingency supposed, Cuba would assume 
a new face, as if by the work of enchantment; and 


of all the world, we should be most interested in| 


the welfare and prosperity of the island, as deeply 
atlecting our own—not so much on account of the 
valuable trade which it would give to us, but as the 
muster key of the vast gulf of Mexico, the waters 
emptying into which are the means of commerce 
tosuch a mighty portion ofthe United States. 
Again we say, let us wait. We hazard nothing of 
honor nor interest by a little longer delay, but may 
risk much by precipitating ourselves into a contest 
in times like these. ‘The peace of Europe is preca- 
rious—every nation seems to contain within itself 
the elements of revolution, which only want some 
exciting cause to give them effects more prodigious, 
perhaps, than any which we have seen. By retrain- 
ing, we shall be prepared to profit by circumstan- 
ces which we cannot prevent, and proceed to 
strengthen the republic and give it a moral and phy- 
sicalforce that must be respected, and whicia will 
preserve us in peace, : 








The “Slave Question.” 

The following are extracts of a letter from a gen- 
tleman of great distinction, high in the public 
confidence, and in his private character, as } be- 
lieve, one of the best of men. The compliment 
paid to me is so much beyond the deserts of the 
article referred to, that I have inserted it oily 
because it seemed necessary to introduce the in- 
teresting facts that follow. 

Dear sin.—l have read with great delight the 
article, “the slave question,” inthe Reeisrer of 

March 11, 182U.—It is really worth all, and more 


a 








-* Zee last vol. p. 418. 


\than all, that has been said in congress on the sub- 
ject. The paragraph, “but the great check to the 
progress,” &c, is particularly just and true, : 

I now own 400 acres of land in Georgia. It is 
on rent. My agent has given me a statement of its 
product last year, 1819,—viz: | 

1100 bushels corn, 100\do. wheat, 100 do. oats, 
3000 Ibs. cotton, 100 gallons peach brandy.—On 
the plantation, 50 hogs, 10 cows, poultry, &c. ad 
libitum, 

Only 130 acres are cleared: my object was rather 
preservation of timber and the log-houses, than any 
profit. 

The above product was from the labor of the 
father (the tenant) and two of his sons, with one 
yoke of oxenand two horses. Neta slave touched 
the process, For this farm I receive the annual] 
rent of $50. 

The above product in market, was fairly worth 
$1600—which is exactly the price I paid for the 
land. 

As you andI are, I am happy to say, like minded, ¥ 
am sure you will read this with some satisfaction, 





Here is a proper place, perhaps, to give the follow- 
ing extract of a letter from Mr. Jefferson, dated 
Feb. 7, 1820, which was read by a member of 
the house of representatives in his place, when 
the question was under discussion. 

«J thank you for your information on the pro- 
gress and prospects of the Missouri question. Itis 
the most portentous one which ever yet threaten- 
edourunion. Inthe gloomiest moment of the re- 
volutionary war, I never had any apprehensione 
equal to that I feel from this source” 
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Foreign Articles. 
GREAT BRITAIN 4ND IRELAND. 
London dates of Feb. 7. 

The old king, George William Frederick Guelph, 
died at Windsor castle on the 29th of January. He 
was born on the 24th of May, old stile, (or June 
4, according to the new) 1738; proclaimed king, 
Oct. 26, 1760; married Sept. 8, crowned Sept. 22, 
1761—consequently, he reached the advanced age 
of 8l-years, 7 months and 26days. If we count the 
time as a part of his reign in which a regency has 
acted in his name, he reigned longer than any 
other sovereign who has sat upon the throne of 
England. The regency was permanently appoint- 
ed onthe 6thof Feb. 1811. Henry IIL. reigned 56, 
and Edward ill. 51 years—he reigned 60. 

His death was officially announced to the lord 
mayor of London, with a request that he would or- 
der the great bell of St. Paul’s to be tolled, &c. | 

A cabinet council was held the next day (Sunday) 
when the following instfument was prepared and 
signed— 

«‘Whereas it hath pleased the Almighty God to 
call to his mercy our late sovereign lord, king 
| George the 3d. of blessed memory, by whose de- 
| cease the imperial crown of the united kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland, is solely and rightfully 
come to the high and mighty prince, George, 
prince of Wales. We, therefore, the lords spiri- 
tual and temporal of this realm, being here assisted 
with those of his majesty’s privy council, with num- 
bers of other gentlemen of quality, with the lord 
mayor, aldermen and citizens of London, do now 
hereby with one voice and consent, of tongue and 
heart, publish and proclaim, that the high and 
¢mighty prince, George, prince of Wales, is now by 
the death of the late sovereign, of happy memory, 




































































= 


‘whom we do acknowledge all faith and constant 


Tors, &c. 


and new oaths were administered to them, as well 
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become our only lawful and rightful liege lord, | 
George the 4th, by the grace of God. king of Great 
Britain and Ireland, defender of the faith, &c. to 


obedience, with all hearty and humble affection; 
beseeching God, by whom kings and queens do 
reign, to bless the royal prince, George the 4th, 
with long and happy years to reign over us. 

Given at the court at Carlton-house, this 30th day 
of Jan. 1830. 

GON SAVE THE KING!”? 

Then follows the signature of the privy-council- 
resent. 

His majesty, king George IV. then made a decla- 
ration of his tenderest affection for his native coun- 
try, and of his determination to do all in his power 
to promote the glory and happiness of the king- 
dom. 

The ministers resigned and were re appointed, 


us to the lords and commons, in parliament, &c. 
"The usual proclamation, of George IV. as king of 
Great Britain, &c. took place at St. James’ palace, 
Charing Cross and Temple bar, on the 31st of Ja- 
nuary. 

The prince regent, now George IV. hasbeen very 
sick—the bulletin of his health, of the 6th Feb. 
says “the king continues better,” that of the 7th, 
«the king has had a good night.” It is supposed 
that he will inherit his father’s property, an: this 
will enable him to pay his debts—if he pleases. 

The king's fourth son, Edward Guelph, duke 
of Kent, &c. died at Sidinouth, after a short but 
very sévere il'ness on the 23d ef January. He 
‘was born November 2. 1767. Edward was about 
as bad in his young days as the rest of his family, 
but is described as having latterly been a sober, 
temperate and discreet man, willing to do good 
according to his ability He recently married a 
sister of the prince of Coburg, the widow of some 
German prince, by whom he hada daughter, nowa 
few months old, and the apparent heir of England. 
His wife was very attentive to him during his illness, 
and he died in her arms, There were heavy insur- 
ances on his life, for the security of his creditors, 
for he was indebted ina prince/y amount. 

The interment of the late king and his son, it was 
expected, would take place on the 16th of Feb. 

American produce is very low in England — 124d. 
asked for Upland cattons, and the stock heavy. 
Ashes 41; rice dull at 17 to 20s. flour at 33s. 6d. to 
35s. American 6 per cent. stocks 99 to 100—U. 
S. bank shares 211. 10s, nearly 954 dollars 

Upwards of two millions two hundred thousand 
¢zgs were imported into England from France, in 
the space of three months. 

Many persons are emigrating to the Cape of Good 
Hope. 

The British government hada negociation with 
€pain, for the supply of ten millions of dollars. At 
the last accounts it was terminated, and iate events 
have, no doubt, defeated it. 

The communication between London and York- 
shire, &c. was completely suspended by the severity 
of the frost. 

it had been colder in month of January in Eng- 
Jand,than was ever known before in that country. 
In thecity of London tle thermometer stood twen- 
ty-three degr-es below the freezing point. At Is- 
Jngton, the silver in the barometer on the 14th, was 
clewn into the bow!. 

Accounts from Irelind represent a portion of that 
country to be in a dreadful state, from the horrid 





cutrages which had Litely been perpetrated. Mur- 


ders of the most horrid description, with robberie 

intumerable, had taken plage. In Monterlony a 
man was murdered, his wife’s arm was shattered by 
a ball, and the old parent of the house, of the name 
of M’Gurk, roasted alive, to compel him to make a 


|}confession where his property was concealed.— 


The following counties swarm with murderers and 
rovbers, Fermanagh Enniskillen, Donegal, Antrim, 
Waterford, Roscommon, Wexford, King’s County 
and, Galway. 

A quanti'y of wool, from New South Wales, was 
sold at London, on the 14th of January, at more 
than 3s. sterling per lo. ‘The sale averaged a 
higher price than Spanish wool, offered at the same 
time. 7 

A London paper states, that “the report in cir- 
culation, that the tragedy of Coriolanus has been 
prohibited, is not true. Brutus and Venice Pre- 
served have been forbidden.” 

Petitions are getting up in Ireland, in favor of a 
dissolution of the union with Great Britain! 

Murried—in December last, at New-Castle, Eng 
Mr. Silvertop to Mrs. Pearson. This \ady has 
been married three times Her first husband was a 
Quaker, the second a Roman Catholic, and the 
‘hird isof the established church. Every husband 
was twice herown age; at 16 she married a man 
of 32, at 30 she took one of 60, and now at 42, she 
is united to a man of 84. 

Imports at Liverpool from the United States. 

Flour, bbls, Rice, casks. Tobacco, hds. Cotten, bags 


1817 540,000 195,000 7,861 314,330 
1818 350,000 100,000 110,000 423,500 
1819 43,00Q 78,000 8,790 366,000 


S‘ocks, Feb. 1—3 per cent. consols 67 5-8. 
State of crime inthe metropolis of England, in the year 
1819. 

In Newgate on the Ist. Jan. 1819—males, 277— 
females, 107—total 384. Ofthis number 26 were 
executed for the following offences—murder 1; 
high-way robbery 6; burglary 2; house-breaking 1; 
stealing in a dwelling-house 4; unnatural offence 1; 
forgery 1; uttering forged notes 4; stealing post- 
office letters 3; cow-stealing 1; sheep-stealing 1: 

Convicted at the Old Bailey during the year 1819 
—2195. One hundred and eighty-three of whom 
were sentenced to be executed; twenty of this num- 
ber have been executed. 

In Newgate, Ist of Jan. 1820—males, 248—fe- 
males, 113—total 361. 

Items and scraps of news. Mr. Cobbett seems to 
be sinking into contempt—he has not been able to 
make “a row’’ with Paine’s bones; and has offered 
a modest proposal that the people shall give him 
5000/. which he will expend for certain purposes, 
not explained, and about which he will not render 
any sort of account! He says it will only require 
600,00) persons to give him 2d. each to make up 
the sum! ——Large subscriptions have been made 
for the relief of the poor; the distresses of the peo- 
ple are very great though trade is said to be reviv- 
ing, and many of the “radicals” to be returning to 
their employ. The bankers Rotschild & Co. have re- 
ceived nearly 8 tons of silverfrom the continent.— 
Several pe-sons have been tried for sedition and 
punished by fine and imprisonment. ‘The duke of 
Sussex on the 24th of Jan. joined in a celebration 
in hon r of the memory of Charles Fox, and he is 
reproved as having sung the chorus of a song 
which runs thus, «Fall tyrants, fall! fall! fall!—these 
are the daysof Iberty,” &c. The princess of Wales, 
row queen of England, was at Marseilles. There 
seems to se some difficultv in knowing what to co 
with her—and it is intimated that the present king 
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will not suffer her to be crowned, which it is said, 
be may do. A fire in Uhames-st. London, did damage 
to the amount of 200,000/.—-35 persons lost their 
lives in consequence of the breaking of the ice at 
Knottingley, on the 22d of January.—It appears 
that a parliament, after the close of the session, ‘is 
disso'ved by the decease of a king. The dukes 
of York, Clarence and Sussex, the duke of Glouces. 
ter and prince Leopold, have t:ken the oath of al- 
leviance of king George IV. An extraordinary cou- 
rier had been sent to Spain. 
FRANCE. 

On the first day of the new-year; the king of 
France received tic congratulations of the munici- 
pal body of Paris, when the prefect of the Seine 
expressed to his majesty the wish that it would 
please Heaven to grant him long life. ihe king 
replied to the congratulations of the chamber of de- 
pues in these words: “We are in peace with all 
Er, pe; but we have an enemy to contend with— 
that s, anarchy.” : 

J rome Bonaparte is now established with his 
faimly at Trieste. 

Lavalette has been pardoned. Bassano has ar- 
rived at Paris. 

The frost has been severe in France and England. 
At Paris on the 11th, the thermometer of the en- 
gineer Chevalier, stood at 11 below 0. The Seine 
was frozen over. 

On first of January last, there was in the bank of 
France, 172 millions [francs] of specie. Twelve 
months previous there was in the same institution 
only 35 millions. 

Letters from Paris state, that the bank of France, 
in consequence of the very limited applications for 
discounts made-in the depressed situation of com- 
merce, has accumulated a disposeable capital of 170 
millions of francs, nearly seven millions sterling, 


cluctive.—This has led to a reduction of the inte- 
rest omshares held in that institution, to 6 per cent. 
per annum, the lowest rate permitted by the con- 
ditions on which their charter is held. As the 
shares in the bank of France are now quoted at 
1430, originally issued at 1000 francs, the real inte- 
rest paid is little more than 4 per cent. and at that 
period when the government securities of the 
country are realizing 7 per cent. per annum. ‘The 
directors of the bank of France are now meditating 
a measure which will probably approximate their 
funds and those of the country to the same level— 
to obtain the sanction of their proprietors to the 
investment of the portion of their capital, for 
which no commercial demand arises, in the pur- 
chase of rentes; the attempt was made last year, 
and was then rendered abortive by a majority of one 
person only.—London paper. 

Finances. Mr. Roy, the minister of finance, has, 
submitted to the chamber of deputies, a project 
for authorising the provisional collection of six- 
twelfths of the direct taxes for the ensuing year; 
which was ordered to be referred to the Bureaux. 
The minister afterwards went into a detailed ex- 
planation of certain heads ofthe finances, begin- 
ning with the subject of arrears still remaining un- 
liquidated. He announced that the total expense 
under the budget of 1818, ending Ist Sept. 1819, 
was 1,415,698,762 francs; and the deficit of ways 
and means, 35,854,351 francs, to be borrowed from 
the resources of the present year. Next, that dur- 
ing the 4 years, 1415, 16, 17, 18, the expenditure 
which France hac to bear, was 4,144,000,000 francs, 
(upwards of 43,000,000/, sterling per annum) of 





which only about 120,000/. is wanting to complete | 


the means of discharging every part of her engage- 
ments; and this sum is already provided for from 
collateral sources. This highly favorable declara- 
tion produced a lively. mevement of satisfaction 
among the deputies Of the above sum, more than 
three fourths were furnished by taxation; the re- 
mainder only.by credit, : 

M. la Fayette has addressed the following letter 
tothe editor of the Moniteur: 

“Puris, Jan. 2. 1820. 

“Sta—lI read inthe Moniteur of to-day that I was 
outlawed in 1792, for having wished to emigrate at 
the head of the army. 

“this is the first time that I have ever replied to 
the calumny those various factions, who understood 
each other better than was expected, upon the ob- 
ject of distracting France, and procuring sentence 
of outlawry against me. 

“\fy conduct in 1792 is known; it was judged by 
my country. It became me, therefore, to protest, as 
applied to myself, against an injurious confusion of 
proscribed patriotism, with armed emigration, 
more especially as I have always denounced the lat- 
ter as the principal cause of the misfortunes of the 
revolution, and of so many calamities, which have 
been protracted for too many years, and eternal as 
affecting myself. 

«{ think it, therefore, my duty to give a formal 
contradiction, less to the docile writers of the arti- 
cle, than to the patrons who dictated it. 

Signed) “Ea Fayette,” 

A fire broke out on the 13th of October, on the 
mountains, near Xerer de la Frontera, France, tra- 
versing the country forthe space of five leagues, 
and destroying all kinds of property in its terrific 
course. It is stated that 25 persons have fallen 
victimsto its violence, and that eighty others have 
been severely burned. Three hundred and sixty 
eight horses and mules have been destroyed, and 
136 severely injured; 474 cows, sheep and goats 
have also fallen victims. 

SPAIN, 

The only news. we have from Spain has reached 
us through France. ‘The London papers intimate 
that the extent of the revolt cannot be gathered 
from this channel of intelligence—but the follow- 
ing items may serve to shew that it is apparently 
very formidable: 

Cadiz was given up to the patriots about the 11th of 
Jan. The constitution was immediately proclaimed 
and an oath generally taken to defend it. The 
merchants gave a grand banquet on the eccasion. 
The’ patriot force there amounted to 24,000 men, 
who appear to have behaved very orderly. The 
people and the clergy generally in the south of 
Spain, are reported to have joined az ainst tlre king. 
The cry is “live the constitution—down with Ferdi- 
nand!? Public tables were spread to supply the 
troops with provisions. 

Adviees from Madrid as late as the 16th of Jan. 
are received—they are contradictory, but shew a 
great degree of alarm. It was believed that an ar- 
my of 30,000 men were marching to the capital 
—that the king had prepared himself to run away 
—some said he had done so, and was killed. A 
junta had issued a decree forbidding him to leave 
the kingdom. The account saysthat he offered to 
do any thizgz that the people wished; but it 
is not probabie that they will again give him an op- 
portunity to break his oath. Many couriers, in 
great haste, have arrived at Paris. 

A letter from Madrid of the i5th Jan. says—«no 
accounts from Cadiz—the government publishes 
nothing—all is alarm.” 
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Sever al illustrious men are said already to be at, 
the head of the patriots, who, by breaking epen the 
dungeons ,may find enough persons capable of lead- 
ing them to battle, or presiding over the affairs of 
the state. 

A Paris paper of Feb. 5, says—The Spanish am- 
bassador has addressed a note to our government, 
requesting it to cause the conduct of M, M. the 
Spanish Liderauz, residing in Paris, to be observed, 
and to issue orders that no passports be delivered 
them. 7 

The ambassador had an audience with the king 
on the 22d. 

‘Lettersfrom Lisbon of the 17th Jan. received in 
London, represent the revolt as general in the 
south of Spain. At Siadrid, on the door of the curs- 
ed inquisition, a placard had been put up running 
thus—“from this day, this house to et.” AMEN. 

The London Statesman, of January 26th, in speak- 
ing of the news from Spain, observes —*It has been 
thought proper, by many, ta suspend the execution, 
of Spanish orders, till further advices from{Cadiz, 
or the metropolis of that kingdom, are received. 
Some merchants have even gone so far as to stop 
the goodsand merchandize on board of ships which 
were consigned to Cadiz, Bayonne, and other places. 

We have accounts from Paris of the 8th Feb. 
A report prevailed that Ferdinand in attempting to 
make his escape, was slain. Another, that he was 
assassinated. A letter from Madrid, of the 25th 
Jan. says that the capital was tranquil—that an 
amnesty had been offered to the insurgents, which 
it was thought they would accept of—other advices 
are the reverse of this, From a country like Spain, it 
is exceedingly difficult to know what is truth. 

Rumors. That the king of Spain has requested 
the king of France to lend him money and 25,000 
men to reduce the rebels, and also that some 
French ships of war might cruise off Bayonne, ‘That 
a battle had been fought between the king’s troops 
and the patriots, the latter worsted—but another 
account says, that the former joinec the latter ina 
body—a third, that the king’s guards remained 
faithful to him and were cut to pieces by his ene- 
mies, That Ferdinand’ wished to shew himself to 
the people at Madrid, and that the people hooted 
him into his own proper insignificance—that the 
young queen appeared, and the people said they 
wanted nothing of her. That the court would retire 
to Pampeluna, which is near France, to facilitate 
an escape by land or sea. Thata French army of 
20,000 men, under the duke of Angouleme, was to 
be formed on the frontires of Spain--that the rebels 
had seized the count de Calderon, carried him a pri- 
soncr to the mountains of Ronda, and profusely 
published the papers found upon him. 

The following summary and remarks is from the 
National Advocate, published at New York— 

By the Stephania, from Havre, we have received 
Paris papers to the 6th of February, which are filled 
with extracts from Spanish papers and letters, re- 
lative to the revolution. On the 24th of Jan. the 
alarm was very great at Madrid; and the increasing 
power of the patriots afforded no prospects of its 
termination--Ferdinand had demanded assistance 
from England—his queen lately arrived from Ba- 
varia, was treated with respect. Cadiz and its en- 


virons were occupied by 20,006 mes, every thing 
was tranquil in that city, and Valdes, the son of ad- 
miral Valdes, was appointed governor of Cadiz; 
he is adecided friend to the Cortez and constitution. 
The army of general Freyere is dispersed and the 
patriots have nearly half of Spain under their con- 





These events, of course, have created great 


troul. 
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Sensations at’ Paris; the cofee-houses were filled 
with politicians, and the only question seems to be, 
what part will France play inthisdrama? The king 
is. very delicately situated; if he moves heis cone. 
The people of France, without reference to party, 
are in favor of a constitution for Spain, and to the 
re-establishment of the Cortez—if the king oppos- 
es this,he causes his own attachment to the French 
constitution to be suspected—ihere is, therefore a 
favorable disposition manifested in France towards 
the patriots, and if the king deems it expedient to 
assist his cousin Ferdinand with troops, there is not 
a French soldier will leave Spain. The Spanish 
troops, the Guerillas, and the peasants generally, 
have been so accustomed to fight the French, that 
they will fall on them the moment they enter, for 
the mass ofthe Spanish population is in favor of the 
constitution. Our Jetters state, that if the count 
Descazes does not look sharp it will be his over- 
throw, notwithstanding he has so strong ahold on 
the king’s confidence. There is but one opinion, 
as to the independence of South America, which 
this revolt ensures. 

With respect to any assistance that Great Britain 
may afford the beloved Ferdinand, we shculd ques- 
tion whether they weuld stir an inch after what has 
passed. The English have got nothing from the 
king—their course, is therefore, a plain one. 

GERMANY, 7 

A canal is cutting from Viennato Trieste, to u- 
nite the Danube with the Adriatic sea. 

One thousand five hundred and ninety three ships 
arrived at Hamburg, during the year 1819. 

This great and interesting country seems to be 
delivered” of a free press, and of freedom. The 
following is from a late Landon paper. 

Nothing can equal the gloom which has taken 
possession of the public mind in Germany. The 
journals hitherto distinguished Sor independence, have, 
one by one, either disappeared, or lost their former 
canductors, some of whom, along with other public 
writers, have been obliged, in order to escape from 
perpetual confinement in the dungeon of a fortress, 
to seek an asylum in France and in this country. _ 

“From henceforward,” says the Zat Schwingen, 
“this paper will appear under censorship. Where 
all lose their freedom, the equality may afford some 
consolation; and this we have already experienced 
under JVupoleon. Let us admire the wisdom of Pro- 
vidence! in order to give repose and harmony to 
our contradictory wishes, it has given us a common 
sorrow. 

Farewell readers, till we meet again!” 

Dr. Weitzel, hitherto the editor of the Pheinische 
Blatter published at Wiesbaden, has declared that 
he renounces the conducting of that journal so 
long as the present state of things continues. 

Lhe Courier of the lower Rhine, published at 
Cleves, has taken a voluntary leave of its read- 
ers. 

The Mentz Journal has renounced the motto of 
Fiat Lux, which had reterence to the invention of 
printing in that city. It is singular enoughthat the 
inquisition against th2 press should have its head quar- 
ters in the place of its birth. 

M. @oerres, the well known editor of the Rhenish 
Mercury, has been obliged to seek a refuge in the 
country against which he labored with so much 
perseverance. His work of Germany and the re- 
volution, is considered aristocraticatby the popular 
party, and was written with the view of dissuading 
his countrymen from entertaining any idea ofa re- 
volution; but unfortunately for him, it also reproved 
in strong terms, the departure from the lawsin 
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- which the governments had indulged, and this was 


sufficient to obtain for the author a dungeon in a 
fortress.—His letter toa Parisian Journal speaks the 
language of aman conscious of his honorable inte- 
grity and his honorable intentions, and is every way 
such as a man in misfortune may with propriety 
write to aformer adversary. 

The wife of the elector of Cassel, a princess of 
Denmark, died on the 9th of January, aged 73 
years. The landgrave of Hesse Homburg, also died 
on the 21st. | 

At Amsterdam, Jan. 29th, information had been 
received of the overflowing of the*back country, 
which had destroyed avast amount of property, 
sweeping away great numbers of cattle, &c. in its 
course, together with a number of the inhabitants. 
Contributions were making in Amsterdam for the 
distressed objects of this calamity. 

London, Jan. 29. A Flanders mail arrived this 
morning, bringing Brussels papers to the 26th inst. 
The states of Wirtemburg were assembled on the 
15th January at Stutgard, whom the king met, ad- 
dressed a speech replete with confidence and af- 
fection. His majesty’s determination, seconded by 
that of the states, to give afree constitution to his 
country, has endeared him to all ranks of his peo- 


ple. 
ITALY. 

The American Quaker, Stevens, celebrated 
as a second Howard, had an atdience of the 
Pope onthe 2ist Dec. last. As the principles of his 
sect do not permit him to take off his hat, and as 
it might be inconvenient for him to keep it on his 
head, he proposed that some person in the anti- 
chamber, should take the trouble of uncovering 
him. This office was performed by M. Capacina, 
in the department of the secretary. of state. 

Vesuvius, for 19 months anterior to Dec. last, 
had not ceased to throw forth streams of lava. 
But, about the 7th of that month it cast out such 
quantities as to alarm the neighboring villages; the 
breadth of the torrent of fire which rushed forth 
was 25 feet; it reached a precipice on the mountain 
and for a long time formed a cascade of flame, 
about 25 feet high! when it fell into an abyss, to 
come forth again and make a second cascade, and 
after that a third, sixty feet high, still in a perfect 
flame! The sight has been described, as it needs 
must have been, as terribly grand. 

IONIAN ISLANDS. 

The insurrection which lately broke out in the 
Island of Santa Maura, was not quelled at the last 
accounts. The peasantry had had a battle with their 
‘‘protectors,” the British, and killed 6, and wound. 
ed 25 men of the 28th regiment. Martial law was 
proclaimed; the people abandoned their houses 
and retired to the mountains; and then the British 
bravely burnt the houses, and destroyed the vine- 
yards, &c. After this, the people rushed from the 
mountains and severely attacked their ‘“protec- 
tors,” killing 56 of them, on the 4th of Nov. The 
island contains between 5 and 6,000 men, capable 
of bearing arms, besides the women, who seem to 
have taken an active part in these little battles. 
The people of these islands have been abominably 
used by the British—they are ruled as if perfect 
slaves. 

RUSSIA. 

It has been socold in Russia, the past season, that 
all the public places of amusement had been clos- 
ed. The thermometer at St. Petersburg, stood at 
35 1-2 degrees below Zero. 7 

Letters dated at Kamtschatka, June 18th, eld 





American merchantman arrived there, in 26 days 
from the Sandwich Islands, with a cargo of swine, 
goats, pouliry, water melons and potatoes. Some 
of the latter weighed 10 pounds. . 

We have a pompous account in a Paris paper, of 
the. Russian settlements in America, at Norfolk 
Sound—stating that they have a fort there mount- 
ing 100 pieces of. cannon, &c. and, that troops 
lately embarked at Cronstadt to recruit the garri- 
son. That the Russians have a.post, as stated, is 
true—but the settlements as yet are quite unim- 
portant. Itis evident, however, that Alexander is 
directing his attention to this retaote region—be- 
cause, no doubt, he has not land enough in Europe, 
and Asia!!!_-not more than five millions of square 
miles! 

New Tariff. A new tariff has been established 
in Russia, which completely shuts out all the coarse 
manufactures of cloth. A London paper, speaking 
of it, says— : 

“The duty on crushed sugars amounts to a pro- 
hibition. The duties on cloth, manufactured cot- 
tons, &c. instead of being ad valorem, is now pro- 
posed to be levied according to the weight, making 
no distinction being the finest and the coarsest 
goods of the same denomination. Hence the low 
priced manufactures, paying the same duty as the 
more valuable, will be altogether shut out, in order 
to encourage their own incipient establishments, 
and only our finer qualities of goods will be admit- 
ted, the demand for which is naturally more limit- 
ed-— because in the finer manufactures a length of 
time must elapse before they can entertain any hope 
of rivaling us.” 

T'rade with the United States, for the years 
1818 and 1819. 


1818 1819 
Ships, 10. 35 32 
Iron, poods. 288,353 148,261 
Hemp, do. 7,654 5,948 
Sail cloth,&kduck, pieces 64,520 $1,244 
Diapers, arsheens 660,861 158,006 
Quills, no. 2,770,000 4,016 000 

PORTUGAL, 


The weather has been so severe at Lisbon, that 
in one night, thirty-five fishermen and three senti- 
nels were frozento death. The ice formed three 
inches thick in one night, a circumstance unprece- 
dented at that place. 


DENMARK. 

The mob have again insulted the Jews at Copen- 
hagen. During the Christmas holidays, the win- 
dows of the houses of ‘the principal Jewish mer- 
chants were destroved. The cavalry was called out 
and prevented further excess. 


PRUSSIA. 

The king of Prussia has issued a decree, prohi- 
biting, in his dominions, the circulation of the jour- 
nals printed in the Netherlands. 

LAPLAND. 

The greatest water-fall in Europe has been re - 
cently discovered in Lapland. It is on the river Lat- 
tin; it is half a mile broad, and falls ina perp endi- 
lar descent of four Aundred feet. 


BARBARY POWERS, 

The Paris papers state, that the Marquis. Dessol- 
les, minister fof foreign affairs, has signed a treaty, 
by which a debt of 7,000,000 francs claimed in vain 
by the Dey of Algiers for the last twenty years, re- 
fused by all ths antecedent ministers, and evaded 
lately by the duke of Richelieu, is now recognized, 
and stipulated tobe paid by monthly instalments 


stile, state, that on the fourth of that month, an j commencing with the Ist of March next, 



















































eum 


52 | | NILES’ REGISTER—MARCH 18, 1820 -CONGRESS. 





\ 





een . es 


aN > nr 





TURKEY. 

A most furious insurrection is stated to have bro- 
ken outat Smyrna. Much blood has been shed on 
the occasion. ‘Ine palace of the Pacha was storm- 
ed, and he himself escaped with great difficulty. 

There have also been great disturbances at Alep- 
po. The city was ina state of seige by the Pacha, 

; SOUTH AMENICA, 

Under the circumstances in which Spain is now 
placed, the complete liberation of Sovth America 
from the yoke of Spain, cannot be far distant. Late 
accounts from Venezuela tellus that Worillo was 
reduced to the most desperate shifts to maintain 
himself, and that the patriot army from Granada 
was about to be possessed of Maracaibo and San- 
ta Martha. Their force was estimated at 80C0 men. 
The British troops, of Devereux’s legion, were yet 
inactive. Dr. Zea is coming out as a minister to the 
U. States. 





CONGRESS. 
IN THE SENATE, 
" March 10. The senate resumed the considera- 
tion of the bill to establish an uniform system of 
bankruptcy; and having proceeded as far as the 2d 
section thereof, which provides for the appointment 
‘by the district judges, of commissioners of bank- 
ruptcy— 

Mr. Burrill observed that he had an objection to 
the provisions of this section. Hewould prefer 
that these commissioners should be appointed in 
such numbers as might from time to time be deem- 
ed necessary, by the president of the United States. 
Mr. B. moved so to amend the section as to make | 
it conform to his wishes. | 

After debate, the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. King, of N. Y. laid upon the table the follow- 
ing important resolutions: 

Resolved, That, from and after the the regu- 
Jations and provisions ofthe act, entitled “An act 
concerning navigation,’”’ passed on the 18th day of 
April, 1818, be and hereby are, extended, and 
made applicable to the colony or island of Bermu- 
da; to the Providence or Bahama Islands, and to all 
other colonies, islands, and places, under the domi- 
nion of Great Britain, in the West Indies, which 
are not now included within the regulations and 
provisions of the act aforesaid. 

Resolved, That, from and after the no goods, 
wares, or merchandize, shall be imported into the 
United States from the provinces of New Bruns- 
wick, the province of Nova Scotia, the island of 
Newfoundland, or its dependencies; the colony or 
island of Bermuda; the Providence of Bahama Is- 
lands, or any of them; or from any other province, 
colony, island, or place, under the dominion of 
Great Britain, in the West Indies, except such 
roods, wares, and merchandize only, as are truly of 
the growth, manufacture, or produce of the pro- 
vince, colony, island, or place, from which the 
same shall be directly imported into the United 
States; and that all goods, wares, and merchandise, 
prohibited to be imported into the United States, as 
aforesaid, except as aforésaid, which, after the said 
shall be imported, or attempted to be import- 
ed, into the United Strtes, contrary to the provisions 
of this act, shall be liable to seizure, and forfeited to 
the United States. 

The bill from the other house authorizing the ap- 
pointment ofa register and a receiver of public 
moneys in Lawrence district, in Arkansas, was ta- 
ken upand ordered to a third reading. 











briel Godfroy, {making him compensation for a barn 
destroyed by the United States’ troopsin the battle 
of the River Raisin.] 

‘This bill gave rise also toconsiderable discussion, 
as many of the various and multifarious claims 
growing out of the late war often do in both houses 
of congress. The discussion turned in this case 
chiefly on the propriety of allowing compensation 
for damage done bya soldier, when it was not in 
evidence that he acted by the command ofan of- 
ficer; but this case derived no little interest from 
the great gallantry of the act which gave rise to 
this claim. The anecdote, as related by Mr. Trim- 
ble, and confirmed by other gentlemen from the 
west, was briefly this. In the combined attack by 
the British and Indians of general Winches- 
ter’sarmy atthe river Raisin, the enemy derived 
great advantage from a barn within short rifle shot 
of the picketing ofthe American camp, by means of 
which they were not only sheltered but enabled to 
fire intothe pickets. It was all important that the 
barn should be destroyed and the enemy dislodged. 
The soldier in question, at the almost certain sacri- 
fice of his life, rashed from the pickets to the barn 
with a torch and set it on fire; and had the good 
fortune to escape the bullets that were showered 
at him, though he suffered greatly in his rigging. 
It was this barn, which the soldier’s torch destroy 
ed, that compensation was prayed for. 

This bill, after discussion, was ordered to a third 
reading. 

March 15. Mr. Mellen, according to notice, 
having asked and obtained leave, introduced a bill 
to apportion the representatives from the states of 
Massachusetts and Maine, in the next congress, 
(giving to Massachusetts thirteen, and to Maine seven 
members in the seventeenth congress. ) 

Mr. King, of N. Y. laid on the table arule desig- 
nating those who shall hereafter have the privi 
lege of coming onthe floor of the senate. 

On motion of Mr. Trimble, it was 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury cause 
to besgommunicated to the senate a statement of 
the quantity of land which has been sold, the quan- 
tity which remains unsold, and the amount of sales 
in each land district in the states of Ohio, Indiana, 
and Illinois, respectively. 

The bankrupt bill being taken up, was postponed 
until Thursday, when it is probable that it will be 
fully discussed. 

The bill, from the other house, authorising the 
appointment of a register and a receiver of public 
moneys, for Lawrence district, in Arkansas, and the 
engrossed bills for the relief of Gabriel Godfroy, 
of Joseph Lefebvre, and of John Harding and 
others, were severally read the third time and pas- 
sed, and the three last sent to the other house for 
concurrence, 

March14 Among the petitions presented and 
referred to-day, was one by Mr. Sanford, from the 
Ocean steam boat company of New York, praying a 
law to authorise the issuing of registers for their 
steam vessels, in their corporate name, and to au- 
thorise commissions to the commanders of them, or 
inany other mode to invest them with the charac- 
ter of public vessels; also to allow the usual draw- 
back on the fuel consumed; and also to direct the 
post-master-general to contract for the transporta- 
tion in them of the foreign mails. 

The senate took up the resolutions submitted by 
Mr. King, of N. Y. on the 10th inst. concerning na- 
vigation. 

Mr. King explained pretty much at large his 





The senate took up the billfor the relief of Ga- 


views in offering the resolutions, and the reasons 
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«vhich he conceived should. induce this government 


to adupt the policy which they suggested; after 
which the resolutions were, on his motion, referred 
to the committee on foreign relations. 

The senate was busily employed this day, but 
nothing of a definite character transacted, except to 
order the, after explanation, the bill from the other 
house, for the support of the navy for 1820, by ge- 
neral consent, to a third reading, which being 
done, it was passed. ] 

March 15. After a variety of other business, 
The senate took up the bill supplementary to 


the several acts for the adjustment of land claims 


(under French and Spanish grants) in the state of 
Louisiana and territories of Missouri and Arkansas. 

Debate being hard—the bill was postponed untii 
Friday. 

The bill for the relief of Vincent Grant, (to in- 
demnify him for the loss of a house destroyed by 
tine enemy on the Niagara frontier, in the late war, 
on account, as was alleged, of its occupation as a 
depot of naval stores, &c. for the United Sta.es’ ser- 
vice) was taken up. 

After debatc, the senate refused to order the bill 
to athird reading, and so it was rejected. 

The senate then resumed the consideration of the 
bill for the relief of John H. Piatt, (providing for 
the equitable adjustment of his claims against the 
rovernment, for supplying the north-western ammy j 
in the late war.) 

Many members spoke on the subject—and the 
senate adjourned while a motion to re-commit the 
bill to the committee of claims, was uader censide- 
ration- , 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTAT! VES, 

Thursday. March 9. Mr. Lowndes, from the com- 
mittee on foreign relations, delivered in the follow- 
ng report: 

‘fhe committee to whom has been referred so 
much of the president’s message, at the commence- 
ment of the session, as relates to foreign affairs, re- 
spectfully report: 
~ ‘That their attention was. directed, immediately 
upon their appointment, te the state of the relations 
of the United States with Spain,and that their delay 
in making a report uponthem, must be attributed to 
their wish “to afford un opportunity for such friend- 
ly communications, during the present session of 
congress,” as the government of Spain had autho- 
rized us to expect They thought it better that 
congress should postpone its determination until 
events might enable it to make that determination 
definitive, than that it should pass a contingent act 
for authorizing measures which it was not propos- 
ed immediately to execute; that it should found its 
determination upon relations ascertained to exist, 
than upon a calculation of events which might be 
expected to occur during its sitting. 

But more than a year has passed since the signa- 
ture of the treaty, by which it was proposed to ter- 
minate the long differences between the United 
States and Spain. More than six months has pas- 
sed since the appointment of a new minister from 
Spain, who was “forthwith” to make known to the 
United States, the intentions of hig government, and 
we have advanced so far in the session as to make 
it necessary to propose, without further delay, any 
measure on which it is expected that congress shail 
act before its adjoarnment. 

The committee will not attempt to add any thing 
to the exposition of the rights of the United States 
and the oblirations of Spain, which is contained in 
the correspondence hetween the two governments, 
We can hardly expect, from continued negosiation, 


the redress which. has been claimed for twenty 
years, and promised for eighteen—which has been 
a second time promised, and a second time with- 
held. In such a negociation, the signature of a 
treaty seems to be a mere incident, and not its 
term. , ; 

For the spoliations which have been committed 
upon the property of our citizens, for the invasion 
of our soil, for the weakness or partiality which bas 
made a Spanish territory the place of rendezvous 
and encampment of an enemy, and which has siijl 
more lately, permitted the Indian inhabitants of that 
territory, (whom Spain was bound by treaty to re- 
strain,) to engage in savage hostilities against us; 
for all these acts of war, a people less attached to 
peace would seek redress only by war. To cap- 
ture and confiscate the ships and property of the 
wrong-deer, would be admitted to be a policy of 
milduess and forbearance. But, by such reprisals, 
the government that does the wrong, suffers less 
than the unoffending subject. It seems a more just 
repr:sal to occupy the province which has been 
made an instrument of injury, which has been de- 
signated by Spain herselfas the fund for our indem- 
nity, and whose occupation by the United States, 
will stop the accumulation of those claims for com- 

pensation and redress, \which the misgovernment 
of that neglected. colony continually produces.— 
‘The committee submit to the house a bill to authe- 
rise the president of the United States, to take pos- 
session of East and West Florida, and establish a 
temporary government therein. 

There appears too much reason to believe, from 
the mistake of the Spanish negociator, as to the 
dates of the Spanish grants, which it was intended 
to annul, ifthe projected treaty had been ratified, 
that the crown lands in Florida may be insufficient 
to provide the expected indemnity for our losses. — 

But these may be applied, as far as they will go, 

tothe compensation of our citizens, and for the ex- 
cess of our claim, Spain, by whose act the domain 
of Florida has been rendered inadequate, must. ex- 
pect us tolook westward. Perhaps, when our at- 
tention is thus forced to a direction more interest. 
ing to Spain, her government may at last admit tiiat 
it is as much her interest as ours, that the just 

claims of the United States should e provided for, 
by friendly convention, and we may hope that the 

next treaty between the two nations may be execu- 
ted as well as signed. 

The following bill accompanied the report: 

Be it enacted, &c. Thatthe president of the Unit- 
ed States be, and he is hereby authorized and requir- 
ed to take possession of, and occupy the territories 
of Eastand West Florida, and the appendages and 
appurtenances thereof; and he is hereby authorized, 
for that purpose, to employ any part of the army 
and navy of the United states, and the militia of 
any state, which he may deem necessary. 

Sec. 2. And be it enacted, That until the end of 
the next session of congress, unless provision for 
the temporary government of the said territories 
be sooner made by congress, all the military, civil 
and judicial powers exercised by the officers of the 
existing governmeiut of the same territories, shall 
be vested in such person and persons, and shall be 
exercised in such manner, as the president of the 
United States shail direct, for maintaining the inha- 
bitants in the free enjoyment of their liberty, pro- 
perty, and religion; and the laws of the United 
States relative tothe collection of the revenue, and 
the importation of persons of color, shall be extend- 





led to the said territories; and the president of the 
i United Siates shall be, and he is hereby authorized, 
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within the.term aforesaid, to establish such districts 
for collection-of the revenue, and during the recess 
of congress, to appoint such officers, whose com- 
migsions shall expire at the end of the next session 
of Congress, to enforce the said laws, as to him shall 
seem expedient. 

Sec. 3. And be it enacted, That the sum of 
dollars is hereby appropriated, for the purpose of 
carrying this act into effect, to be paid out of any 
money inthe treasury not otherwise appropriated, 
and to be applied under the direction of the presi- 
dent of the United States. 

The bill was twice read, and referred to a com- 
mittee of the whole on the state of the union, 

Mr. Strong of Vt. submitted for consideration the 
following resolution: 

Resolved, That the president of the United States 
be requested to lay before this house such informa- 
tion as he may think proper,relating to the progress, 
proceedings, and final accomplishment of the com- 
missioners, appointed agreeably to the 4th, 5th, 6th, 
7th, and 8th articles of the treaty of Ghent, in ascer- 
taining and settling the boundary line between the | 
United States and Great Britain, in conformity to the 
second article of the treaty of 1783? and whether 
it is ascertained, that the fortification at Rouse’s 
Point (so called) on lake Champlain, near the 45th 
degree of north latitude, is within the boundary li- 
mits of the government of the United States, or of 
Great Britain; and what has been the amount of the 
expenditure in erecting said fortification; and also to 
givé such further information as he may think pro- 
per as to the whole amount of the expenditure al- 
ready accrued to the United States in carrying in 
to effect said treaties, subsequent to the appoint- 
ment of said commiss:oners, including their annual 
salaries and perquisites. 

And the resolve was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Pindall moved again, (having on several pre- 
vious days made the same motion unsuccessfully) 
that the house do now proceed tu consider the re- 
solution submitted by him on the 18th ult. propos- 
ing an amendment to the rules of the house in re- 
jJation to the duties of stenographers, admitted with- 
in the house; and the motion was negatived. 

The resolution lying on the table to authorize, 
the publication of part of the secret journal of con- 
gress, under the articles of confederation, and the 
amendments reported thereto by the select com- 
mittee, being read, were concurred in by the house, 
and the resolution, as amended, was ordered to be 
engrossed and read a third time. 

The following message was received from the 
president of the United States: 

T'o the speaker of the house of representatives. 

I transmit to the house of representatives, in pur- 
suance of their resolution of the 22d of last month, 
a report from the secretary of state, with the papers 
containing the information requested by that reso- 
lution. JAMES MONROE. 

Washington, 8th March, 1820. 

To the president of the United States. 

The secretary of state, to whom has been referred 
the resolution of the house of representatives of 
the 22d ultimo, requesting the president to impart 
to that house,any communications touching the Flo- 
rida treaty, which have not heretofore been com- 
municated, and the communications of which, in his 
S6pinion, may not be prejudicial to the interest of 
the United States, has the honor of submitting to 
the president the papers containing the informa- 
tion in possession of this department requested by 
the resolution. JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 
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The documents accompanying this report were 
ered to be printed.] 
The house again resolved itself into a committee 
of the whole on the bill appropriating monies for 
the support of the military establishment for the 
year 1820. 
The whole of the remainder of the day was occu- 
pied on this bill, and principally on the subject of 
the appropriation for fortifications. 
The debate resulted in fixing on 800,000 dol- 
lars as the amount ofappropriation for fortifications, 
for the present year being the sum recommended 
by the committee of ways and means. 
Before finishing the consideration of this bill, the 
committee rose (at 4 o’clock) and the house ad- 
journed. 
{the debate on the item for fortifications was 
animated and interesting. It chiefly turned on the 
right and expediency in the executive to make con- 
tracts anterior to appropriations, which was fully 
discussed. Mr. Clay said, that the head of every 
department agreed that retrenchment was neces- 
sary, but that each would object to it in his parti- 
cular department. The duty was therefore impos- 
ed on congress, &c. He was in favor of only 
500,000 for fortifications—but the amountwas put 
at 800,000 as originally recommende d, 73 to 61.] 

The appropriation for completing the arsenal at 
Augusta, in Georgia, was striken out. 

Mr. Clay, in offering the following amendment, 
briefly adverted to its importance and interesting 
nature. There was, he said, 11 states, (counting 
Missouri and Arkansaw,) more or less interested in 
it. Many steam boats were employed in this navi- 
gation, and many more would be: and he did verily 
believe, that, by an expenditure of a hundred ora 
hundred and fifty thousand dollars, and an annual 
expenditure thereafter of 10 or 15 thousand dollars, 
the navigation could be made perfectly safe. He 
hoped as this appropriation was analogous to one or 
‘more contained in the bill, there would be no ob- 
jection to it. 

“For making a survey, maps and charts of the 
Ohio and Mississippi rivers, from the Rapids of the 
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] Ohio at Louisville, to the Balize, for the purpose of 


facilitating and ascertaining the most practicable 
mode of improving the navigation of those rivers, 
five thousand dollars.” 

Friday, March 10. On motion of Mr. Cannon, it 
was 

Resolved, That the committee of the whole house 
who have under consideration the bill making ap- 
propriations for the military establishment for the 
year 1820, be instructed to enquire into the expe- 
diency of abolishing the military academy at Wes* 
Point, in the state of New York; also of repealing 
all laws in relation to said academy, from and after 
the first day of May next, and exposing to sale to 
the highest bidder, all the property of the United 
States, in and about the same, in such manner as 
may be directed by the president of the U.States. 

The bill from the senate, for changing the mode 
of disposing ofthe public lands from credit to cash, 
and the bill, also from the senate, for extending the 
time for payment forthe public lands, &c. were 
twice read, and referred to the committee on pub- 
lic lands. 

The engrossed resolution directing the publica-. 
tion of the secret journal of the old congress, front 
the treaty of 1783, to the commencement of the 
government, was read a third time, and passed. 

The house having again resolved itself into # 





Department of state, 7th March, 1820, 


committee of the whole, Mr. Beecher, in the chairy 
jon the annual military appropriation bill— 
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Mr. Cocke enquired, from the chairman of the 
committee of waysand meats, what portion of the 
appropriations contained in this bill, related to the 
expenses of the expedition up the Missouri river— 
his object being to strike out that part of the ap- 
propriation. 

Mr. Smith, of Maryland, answered, that he could 
notsay more on this subject than was disclosed by 
the réport on this subject from the war department, 
in pursuance of the requisition of this house, and 
which was in the possession of the house. 

After some conversation, it appeared to be set- 
tled that the proper time for Mr. Cocke’s motion 
would be when the question came Vefore the house 
for concurrence in the appropriations agreed to by 
this committee. 

And, on motion of Mr. Clay, this bill having 
been’ gone through, it was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

The house then proceeded to the consideration 
of the proposition of Mr. Cannon, directing the 
committee of the whole to enquire into the expedi- 
ency of abolishing the military academy. 

Whereupon a debate of three hours arose. 

Mr. Clay submitted a resolution, “that it is inex- 
pedient at this time to abolish the military academy 
at West Point. 

Those who supported the affirmative and ne- 
gative sides of this proposition, in debate, were as 
follows: 

Afirmative.—Messrs. Clay, Wood, Campbeil, 
Foot, Vomlinson, Fuller, Smith, of Md. Smyth, of 
Va. Bloomfield, Brown, and Case. 

Nerative.—Messrs. Livermore, Ross, Stevens, 
Walker, Smith, of N. C. «nd Cannon. 

Among the supporters of the academy, Mr. 
Campbeli,and perhaps others, were of opinion the 
number of students might be reduced one half, 
and of course, the expenditure proportionably. 

A motion was made to strike out the sylla»ein 
from Mr. Clay’s motion, so as to make it read expe- 
dient instead of inexpedient. ‘This motion was ne- 
gatived, after a division, in which it was supported 
by 41 votes. ; 

And Mr. Clay’s motion prevailed by a like majo- 
mty. 

The committee then rose and reported their 
agreement to this resolution; and also reported, 
with amendments, the military appropriation bill. 

And the house adjournec. 

Saturday, March 11. The message received 
vesterday from the president of the United States, 
was read, transmitting to congress a report from 
the director of the mint, of the operations of that 
institution during the last year. 

Among the petitions to-day, was one from the 
chamber of commerce, in the city of Philacel- 
phia, praying that the system established by law 
of allowing a credit for the duties on goods, wares, 
and merchandize imported into the United States, 
may not be changed to a cash payment of said 
duties; which was referred, and ordered to be 
printed. 

The house proceeded to consider the report of 
the committee of the whole on the bill making ap 
propriations for the support of the military estab- 
lishment for the year 1820. 

On the question to concur in filling the blank for 
medical, hospital, and quarter master’s stores, with 
500,000 dollars, a debate was commenced by Mr 
Cocke, of Tennessee, opposition being made to it 
by him, onthe ground of hostility to the Missouri 
expedition. 

The further prosecution of the expedition was 


es 


lsapported by Messrs. Simkins, Strother, Smith of 
Md. Cook, Quarles, Smyth, of Va. Rhea and Ser- 
geant, and opposed by Messrs. Cocke, Storrs, Har- 
din, Ross and Foot— 

The question being taken on agreeing tothe pro- 
pased sum of $500,000 for this item of expenditure, 
was decided thus: ; 

For this amount 70 
Against it | 75 

So the house refused to concur with the com, 
mittee of the whole in filling the blank with this sum. 

And without proceeding further in the bill, the 
house adjourned, at near 4 o’clock. 

[Speaking of this debate, the National Intelli- 
gencer observes—“no exception was taken to the 
motives of the expedition, but the practicability of 
accomplishing its objects was questioned, and their 
importance if accomplished to the full, was alleged 
to have beenover-rated. ‘heidea generally held 
forth by those who oppesed the appropriation, was 
that the expedition should be recalled to the Coun- 
oil Bluffs, and that, for the present, that post should 
be the extreme military station in that direction. 
Those who vindicated the expedition, placed them. 
selves on.the ground occupied by the official re- 
port from the departnient onthe subject. 

The division of opinion on the subject did not 
appear to us to be marked by any party or sec- 
tional line, east, west, north and south, republicans 
and federalists dividing upon it into nearly equal 
parts.” } 

Monday, March 13. On motion of Mr. Pindail, 
the house proceeded to the consideration of the 
motion submitted by him some weeks ago, for 
amending the rules of the house, so as to oblige 
the stenographers admitted withinthe walls to be 
under oath. &c. 

[After debate, nezatived—see last vol. 398, So ste- 
nographers may publish as they oftentimes do, 
things as speeches delivered in the house, which 
never were delivered! But the plan proposed 
by Mr. Pindail, was not practicable in all its parts. ] 

The house then again proceeded to the consi- 
deration of the bill making appropriations for the 
support of the military establishment for 1820, 

And the qtiestion being taken on filling the blank 
for the amount of appropriation for the quartermas- 
ter’s department—the house having on Saturday 
refused to fill it with 500,000 dollars— 

Mr. Cocke moved to fill the blank with 400,000 
dollars —Vir. Trimble with $480,000. Mr. Holmes 
wit 495,000 after much debate, Mr. Cobb, moved 
for 450,000 which was agreed to, by a large ma- 
jonty. 

[It appears to be determined by the house that 
the expedition shall not proceed further than the 
Council Bluffs, which is about 450 miles above the 
mouth of the Missouri, and nearly 200 miles beyond 
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om above the Council Bluffs, and the mouth of 


the most remote of our settlements. fhe Mandan 
villages are between five and six hundred miles (by 


the Yellow Stone river 300 miles further. } 

Tuesday, March. 14.— Mir. Smith, of Md. present- 
ed a petition of sundry merchants and underwriters 
in the city of Baltimore, in the state of Maryland, 
praying to be indemnified for spoliations committed 
on their property on the high seas by French crui- 
zers, between the years 1793 and 1798, under the 
authority of illegal orders and decrees, issued by 
the government of Fra:ce; their claims upon which 
for redress were relinquished by the government of 
the United States, in the convention ef the 30th of 
i Sept. 1800: and the petition was ordered to Ke on 
the table. 
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Mr. Smyth, from the military committee, reported 
a bill for the regulation of the military academy— 
twice read and committed. 

On motion of Mr. Codd, it was 

Resoived, Vhat the president of the United States 
be requested to communicate to this house any in- 
formation which may have been received by the 
department of state, or other executive department, 
of the amount of claims of the citizens of the United 
States for Spanish spoliations upon their property 
and commerce, or those for which the Spanish go- 
_ vernment is held responsible. 

Mr. Bloomfield submitted the following resolu- 
tion: | 

Resolved, That brigadier-gen. Boyd, of the army 
of the United States in the late war with Great Bri- 
tain, be admitted within the house of representa- 
tives. 

The said resolution being read, Mr. Floyd moved 
_to lay the same on the table; which motion was ne- 
gatived, and 

The resolve was agreed to, 

The house résumed the consideration of the bill 
making appropriations for the support of the mili- 
tary establishment for the year 1820. 

The item of fortifications next presenting itself for 
consideration—and the question being on concur- 
ing with the committee of the whole in filling the 
_ blank forthe amount with the sum of eight hundred 
the usand do lars. - 

Mr. Butler, of N. H. and Mr. Cocke, opposed the 


filling the blank with the amount, and Mr. SwizA, of 


Md. cefended it. 

. ‘fhe question was decided affirmatively, by yeas 
and nays, 103 votes to 51. 

The next question was on concurring in the ap- 

' propriation for contingent expenses, books, maps, 

&c. for the military academy. 


To try the sense of the house on the question of 


_ appropriating any thing for that institution,the ques- 
tion was taken by yeas and nays, and was decided in 
favor of the appropriation by 111 votes to 42. 

On the question to concur with the committee 
of the whole in striking out the clanse making an 


:ppropriation for the completion of tie arsenal ut 


Augusta, in Georgia— 
Some debate took place between Messrs. Codd, 
Smith, of Md. Reid, and Cuthbert, on the su'.ject. 


When, on the question being taken, the house refus- 


—- 


expeditionup the Missouri—the yeas and nays 
were as follows: te cals 
YEAS—Messrs. Abbot, Alle, of N. ¥. Allen, of Tenn, Baldwin,. 
Beecher, Bloowfield, Boden. Brush, Case, Clark, Cook, Crowell, 
Cushman, Cuthbert, Darlington, Dennison, Dewitt, Dickinson, 
Dowse, Earle, Edy, Ervin, Fisher. Ford, Fullerton, Gross .N. ¥. 
Gross, of Penn. Guyon, Hall, of N.Y. Hazard, Hendricks, dibs- 
han. Hill, Holmes Hostetter, Jones, Tens. Kinsey, Little, Lyman, 
Maclay, M'Lane, Do}. M’Lean, of Ken, Mason, Meech, Meigs, Met« 
calf, S. Moure, Newton, Parker, of Mass. Parker, of Va. Patterson, 
Phiison, Pinckney, Pitcher, Rankin, Rhea, Rich, Rogers, Sampson, 
Sergeant, Silsbee, Simkins, Sloan, Smith, of N. J. Siuith, of Md. B. 
Smith, of Va. A. Smyth, of Va. Street, Strong, N. ¥. Strother, Swea- 
ringen, Tompkins, Trimble, Wallace, Wendover, Williams, of Va. 
Wood —77. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Al-xander, 4 len, of Mass. Archer, of Va. 
Baker, Barbour, Bateman, Bayly, Brown, Bryan, Buffum, Burwell, 
Butler, of NH. Butler, of Lou, Campbell, Cannon, Ciagett, Cobb, 
Cocke, Crafts, Crawford, Culpepper, Davidson, Edlwards, of Con. 
Edwards, Penn. Edwards, N. C. Fay, Floyd, Folger, Foot, Forrest, 
Hall, of D-l. Hemphill, Herrick, Hiester, Hooks, ,ohason, Kendall, 
Kent, Lathrop, Lincoln, Linn, Livermore, WCoy, M’Creary, Mal- 
lary, Marchand, R. Moore, Monell, Morton, Murray, Neale. N ison, 
Mass. Nelson, of VW». Overstreet, Phelps, Pindall, Piamer, Quarles, 
Reed, Richards, Richmond, Robertson. Ross, Russ, Settle, Shaw, 
Slocumb, Smith, N.C. Southard, Stevens, Storrs, Strong, VG 1 att, 
Taylor, Terrill, Tomlinson, ‘Tracy, Tucker, of Va. Tucker, of S.C. 
Upham, Walker, N. C. Wartield, Williams, N. C-—34. 

[ Fhe sum agreed upon was 450,0U0 dollars. } 

Wednesday, March 15. ‘The speaker laid before 
the house a letter from the war department, trans- 
mitting statements of the sums which have been 
actually paid since the peace establishment, to the 
general officers and their staff, specifying parti- 
cularly on what account, to whom, and when paid 
—rendered in obedience to a resolution of this 
house. 

The engrossed bill making appropriations for the 
support of the miktary establishmeht during the 
year 1820, was read a third time, passed, and sent 
to the senate. 

The remainder of the day wasspent in committee 
of the whole on the appropriation bill for the pay- 
ment of the civil list. 

Considerable discussion took place in some of 
the items of the bill; particularly on that appro- 
priating the salary of a thousand dollars to the 
reporter of the decisions of the supreme court. 
}A motion to strike out that clause fuiled by a large 
majority. 

The committee had not gone through the bill 
at half-past three o’clock: when the committee 
rose, reported progress, and obtained leave to sit 

again. And the house adjourned. 


| 





THURSDAY’S PROCEEDINGS. 
The senate was chiefly occupied this day on the 


ed to strike out t at clause; and a r ed to fill the/bankrupt bill. A motion to postpone it ind- finitely 
blank with the sum of 27,000 dollars, viz. 25,000) was rejected by yeas and nays - yeas 14. nays 25. 


for completing the arsenal, and 2,000 dollars for 


draining the marsh near it. 


The next item which excited attention was that 
which embraces an appropriation of $2,776,000 for 


the payment of the military and revolutionary pen- 
sioners. 


,priation, because of his intention to propose cer- 
tain restrictive previsions on the subject, as, if a- 
dopted, would reduce the number of revolutionary 
pensioners. 
animation until near 40’clock; when the house de- 


cided, bv yeasand nays, toagree to the above a- 
mount of appropriation, being necessary to the pay- 


ment of the pensions actually granted. 


The bill was then at length ordered to be en- 


grossed for a third reading; and 
The house adjourned. 


(C7On the question to appropriate 495,000 dollars 


| Hereupon arose a debate; it began by 
Mr. Barhour’s objecting to the amount of tkis appro- 


The debate was kept up with some 


The house of representatives. (his day was nearly 
occupied in a debate on thecivil appropriat on bill, 
and chiefly on the clause which proposesan appro- 
priation of one hundred thousand dollars ‘for com- 
pleting the contracts for constructing the road 
from Washington, Pennsylvania to Wheeling, made 
during the year 1817.” 

The house rose without deciding on the subject. 
The power of congress on this matter was discuss- 
ed at large. 





The mail, from New York proceeding eastwardly, 
was robbed near New Haven, on the evening of the 
9th inst. and completely earried off. Though the 
night was exceedingly dark and stormy, the people 
turned out, and discovered the bags with many let- 
ters broken open lying near them. The amount 
of Joss is not ascertained. ((7The robber has been 
eaught, and all his plunder recovered. 











yothe quarter master’s department, to continue the | * .* An interesting “Chronicle” is shoved out. 
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